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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 1, 2, 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Voges (US 5,967,725) in view of Brown (US 3,466,699). In looking at Fig. 7, 
Voges discloses a fastener comprising a bolt (1) having a threaded shank (3) with an 
axially extending projection (20) from a free end thereof and, a plastic cap (4) of resilient 
material having a bore (not shown) receiving the projection to secure the cap onto the 
projection. The projection is disclosed as including threads onto which the cap is 
screwed (column 8, line 35-37); the screwing of the cap onto the projection requires 
rotation thus making it rotatable on the projection. The cap including a yieldable 
formation (5) to frictionally engage and cooperate with a threaded bore. Voges does not 
disclose the yieldable formation as the claimed flanges. Brown discloses a yieldable 
formation (20) formed as a plurality of chamfered flanges (22) engaging with a threaded 
bore. At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious for one of 
ordinary skill in the art to replace the yieldable formation of Voges with a plurality of 
chamfered flanged as disclosed in Brown because the chamfered flanges disclosed in 
Brown are superior in their engagement with the threaded bore as is discussed in 
Brown and would be an improvement to Voges. 

Claims 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Takahashi in view of Brown as applied to claims 1 and 5 above, and further in view of 
Lewis (US 5,306,098). Modified Takahashi does not disclose the flanges to be 
segmented nor the leading flanges having a lesser diameter. Lewis discloses yieldable 
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formations formed as flanges but, in Lewis, the flanges as shown as segmented (32, 34, 
36 and 38) and a leading flange (22) is shown to have a lesser diameter. At the time 
the invention was made, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to 
make the flanges of modified Takahashi segmented with a lesser diameter leading 
flange as disclosed in Lewis in order to improve the flexibility of the flanges and there 
alignment with the threaded bore which would overall improve the efficiency by which 
the cap is inserted into the threaded bore. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 4 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. It would not have been obvious to provide the 
projection of Voges with an enlarged head, such as disclosed in Takahashi, because in 
a similar configuration in Voges as seen in the embodiment of Fig. 8 there is a 
disclosure (at 17) to prevent rotation which would teach against a combination allowing 
for rotation such as with Takahashi. 

Response to Remarks 

Applicants' remarks have been considered and generally agreed with. The 
examiner agrees that the combination of Takahashi and Brown would not have been 
obvious. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Flemming Saether whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7071 . The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3677 



